The Mechanical Organ Owners’ Society, 

in conjunction with History in Harmony 

presents…

The Peculiar Pilgrimage
8th – 11th November 2013
This year the ever-popular MOOS autumn tour has the special theme of great organ builders past and present. It takes in various locations with organs, some of them new to us, and offers another evening of non-stop music at the Kunkels collection in Haarlem. Uniquely, we will also visit the long forgotten, but newly renovated grave of one of the most celebrated organ builders of all time; the renowned Theophil Mortier. As always, travel is by luxury coach and en-suite hotel accommodation is provided with breakfast and evening meals included in the price.  The trip is not only a great way to see organs but it also provides a chance to meet up with your old friends during the quieter part of the year and see something of the history and culture of the countries that we visit! 

Friday 8th November

We pick up at Andover (St Mary Bourne), Redhill (rail connections available from all areas), and Dover, where we take a leisurely ferry crossing to Calais. 
We will take dinner with musical accompaniment at L’Odeon in the city of Lille. This newly established restaurant features a variety of mechanical instruments that are spread about it for the entertainment of diners. 

We then continue to Antwerp. Our destination is the Hotel Novotel Antwerp Docks where we will spend the first night of the tour. 
For those who wish, it may be possible to arrange a late night visit, at your own expense to the famous Café Beveren with its Decap organ.
Saturday 9th November

Earlier this year MeMU, our sister society in Belgium, embarked on a project to renovate the grave of Theophil Mortier. Today we attend a short re-dedication ceremony at the grave at which an appropriate Mortier organ will be present.

Our celebration of the life of Mortier will continue with a visit to the Klessens dance tent, where the resident dance organ will be in play.

Next is another new location! A year or so ago Toon Heesbeen who had insufficient space for his business at Hilvarenbeek established the new NBC organ building workshop in Tilburg. Toon will show us some of his latest projects and play any instruments in his workshop to us. We also hope to visit the organ building workshop of his father, Theo Heesbeen, which is located nearby.
At the time of going to press it is not yet confirmed whether the De Voer family at Ulvenhout will be holding an open day on this date. Should the open day take place we will include an option to visit it within our itinerary.

Following these visits we will head north to our hotel which is the Haarlem Sud.

After a break for dinner and check in at our hotel, we will continue to the Kunkelsstichting in Haarlem. Taking its name from the imposing Kunkelsorgel Marenghi that stands at one end of the hall, this is an outstanding collection of street and dance organs, including the street organs “De Jupiter” and “De Grote Blauwe”. We will enjoy a full evening of music from all the organs at this renowned collection.
Sunday 10th November

We start the day with a scenic journey into the heart of one of the best preserved districts of Amsterdam to visit the Perlee Draaiorgelmuseum, located in the Perlee organ workshop at 119 Westerstraat. The workshop was the home to such famous instruments as “De Arabier” and is still very much an active business. Leon van Leeuwen will welcome us and provide us with a complete tour of the premises and demonstration of the organs.
From an old and established organ building business, we then go to a brand new one. Martin Conrads has very kindly allowed us our first ever visit to his organ building workshop in Kerkdriel. Martin has recently celebrated 40 years of involvement with organs and has been made a member of the Order of Orange Nassau, in honour of his many years of presenting organs on the streets of nearby Zaltbommel.
The afternoon sees us travel to the Gaviolizaal in Helmond. This magnificent collection of dance organs, including instruments by Mortier and Gaudin, that were formerly owned by the Bocken family is owned today by the city of Helmond. In recent months there has been much debate within the city council as to the future of the collection and its future is currently far from assured. In visiting we will provide visible evidence of the interest in and support for a secure future for the instruments.
As evening falls, we will head back towards Belgium on a minor country road that before the building of motorways was a trunk route into Holland.

Here we will find the Café-Dancing Kaasboerin, complete with its 105 key Decap organ which is one of the last great café-dancings to survive in the area. Dinner will be served here to the musical accompaniment of the organ. Those who venture across the road at this location may be able to see yet another 105 key Decap organ in the adjacent Dancing Heidelicht.

We continue to the Hotel Novotel as before, in Antwerp for our overnight stay.

Monday 11th November

The city of Antwerp was the heart of the Belgian organ building industry. We will visit the Gebr Decap organ works in Essenstraat which is the last great remaining organ building workshop in the city. Roger Mostmans will lead our tour around these extensive premises and play the organs which are present for us and are expected to include the 92 key instruments “Jan de Koffie” and “De Retro” and the magnificent 121 key organ “De Metro”.
We return to England in the late evening and set down at all pick up points as on the outward journey.

Price per person: £350 sharing a twin room includes, all travel by coach, ferry, 3 nights dinner, bed and breakfast and entrances as stated above. Single room price: £415.
Lunches and drinks are not included in the cost above.

To book a place on the tour please send the booking form below.
As we prepare to move from our houses and set up a new venture we can currently confirm St Mary Bourne as the pickup now which will be changed to another local venue if we have moved by November.  We have other arrangements in place.  We will set all the new systems up when we have arrived at our new destination when we are able to invite you all to come and visit us!

Mechanical Organ Tour  Booking Form
To secure a place on the tour please complete the booking form below and send it to:

History in Harmony, Cooma, Upper Backway, Shrewton, Salisbury SP3 4DE
	Name & Address of Lead Passenger    


	


	Telephone :
	Mobile:

	Email:
	Fax:

	Name(s) of Passenger(s) as shown on their passport:

	1

	2


	3

	4


	Please tick relevant box.  I/We wish to reserve  (please insert number)  …………  place(s) on the tour departing 8th November 2013: 

I/We wish to reserve the following rooms:  Twins             Singles      
Special requests……………………………………………………………(on request)
In order to keep things simple while we move we would appreciate full payment with the booking form this year.
Cheque: Please make cheques payable to “RAJ Oram & LJ Paskins” for the full payment, please.

Bank Transfer: Our Details are: Barclays Barclays Bank, 18-19 Chelsea House, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7JR Account Name Linda Paskins & Robert Oram Everyday Saver. Swift/BIC BARCGB22 IBAN GB30BARC20050013275582


	I agree that in the event of cancellation within one month of departure I will honour the payment if History in Harmony is unable to negotiate a refund with suppliers.

Signed:………………………………………………………………………………Date….…………………


